
“Our partnership with the DataCenter was amazingly important 

and critical to our success.  Staff were exceptionally well prepared, 

incredibly dedicated and helped us build the research in a 

supportive way. 

DataCenter had a great impact on leadership development of 

members.  As a result, family organizers felt confident as 

researchers, were able to own the results, and clearly identified 

priority recommendations moving forward. Our report was our 

first work as an organization and it is fair to say that it has been 

our most significant building block as an organization.  We are 

now poised to take advantage of this statement of need and 

visioning document to move forward work across the country ‐‐ 

both in terms of supporting our local partners and in working with 

collaborative government agencies now seeking us out to 

implement reform.” 

‐‐‐Zachary Norris, Justice for Families, on first‐ever national 
documentation of and by families with incarcerated children, and 
report publication through two‐year DataCenter partnership, 2013 
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Research Justice is a strategic framework that seeks to transform structural inequities in research. It centralizes 
community voices and leadership in an effort to facilitate genuine, lasting social change. DataCenter believes 
Research Justice is achieved when marginalized communities are recognized as experts and reclaim, own and 

wield all forms of knowledge and information. With strategic support, the communities can use the knowledge they 
generate as powerful, customized political leverage, moving from the margins to the center of decision making. 

 
Research for Community Power Program (RCPP) 
 

“For me, DataCenter's core contribution over the decades has been helping groups reach a 
new level of effectiveness and analysis." 
    – Millie Buchanan, Senior Program Officer, Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation 
 
DataCenter partners with communities to document evidence and do research that helps them develop 
effective campaigns for policy change. Their research design and execution is supported through a model 
that integrates expertise in organizing and campaign development, research methods, popular education and 
cultural competency. RCPP boosts grassroots organizing efforts across geography, constituencies and issue 
areas, strengthening their effectiveness and impact through a facilitative approach.  
 
DataCenter recognizes the versatility of research as a tool to ensure that community expertise and voices inform 
meaningful social change. We collaborate with community partners to design research projects and carefully 
facilitate strategic, integrated and culturally-based research processes. Through community driven research, 
community partners create new information that contradicts general beliefs and policies, and sheds light on 
hidden or undocumented realities to support the community perspective. RCPP helps organizations provide 
a more accurate picture of the issues they face, increases the probability of community backed policy wins, 
empowers and develops community leadership 
 

How does RCPP Support Communities and 
Organizations? 
 
From start to finish, RCPP supports an 
intentional action research process and 
comprehensive research strategy that is 
integrated with the larger social justice change 
strategy and developed in community spaces.  
 
DataCenter’s partnerships with community-
based organizations are highly specialized, and 
work is tailored to help achieve the desired 
outcomes of the organization and their 
constituents. Each project generally includes a 
highly engaged development of  research 
strategy and an implementation plan directed 
towards concrete outcomes. Based on 



Select list of community partners: 

Adhikaar | Canal Alliance | Food Chain Workers Alliance | Justice for Families | 
Hawai’i Peoples Fund | Khmer Girls in Action | Mujeres Unidas y Activas | 
Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment | National Domestic Workers Alliance 
| Parents Organizations Network | Restaurant Opportunities Center | Right to the City 
Alliance | Sacred Places Institute | South Asian Network | The Praxis Project | 
Winnemem Wintu Tribe…and more 

Testimonies from the field: National Domestic Workers Alliance

 “DataCenter offered us expertise  in  research and data analysis 

while  respecting  the  leadership, vision and  social  justice values 

of our membership. Together we were able to produce research 

that surpassed our own expectations.” — Ai‐jen Poo, Director 

“This [national survey] project helped me. I feel more secure talking about 

my work  because  this  data  is  supporting  our  voices with  authority.”  ‐‐ 

Guillermina  Castellano,  domestic worker  leader  and  co‐founder, Mujeres 

Unidas Y Activas and La Colectiva at La Raza Centro Legal  

“This study was key in shaping the campaign…It was critical that the 

research of domestic workers had to be led by the domestic workers 

themselves, in an inclusive, participatory process.” ‐‐ Linda Burnham, 

Research Director

organizational needs, partnerships generally include: 
 

1. Training and support on the development of a customized, community-driven research model 
2. Research strategy design and development 
3. Data Collection  
4. Data Analysis 
5. Formulation of end product that best reaches the target audience for impact 
6. Data messaging   

 

Outcomes: 
 
Through working with DataCenter, 
community organizations cultivate 
strategic expert leaders, and significantly 
increase both the rigor of their work and 
their impact. Organizations that 
previously made assumptions or put 
forth general statements about their 
constituent’s needs, can now add 
concrete quantitative and qualitative data 
to their reports and campaigns and equip 
their leaders and members with expert 
knowledge and analysis, messages and 
evidence.  
 
Community organizations engaged in the Research for Community Power Program have been responsible 
for cutting edge policy development like the recent Domestic Workers Bill of Rights approved in Hawaii 
and California. This victory was achieved through strong campaigning informed by research that domestic 
workers across the country conducted themselves.  Through RCPP, community organizations have built 
their capacity to work closely with institutional allies and researchers to unleash the power of community 
knowledge.  Their research have helped shape the way they organize and how they make decisions today. 
Thus, grassroots communities are poised to be contributors to our society’s larger ‘knowledge grid’ that 
powers our knowledge-based economy. A lasting gain for organizations, is that through the partnership, 

they develop infrastructure and systems to integrate strategic research into ongoing organizing 
strategy and campaign formulation.  
 
RCPP offers a way for communities to engage and disrupt traditional policies that devastate communities 
based on biased ‘evidence’ that supports oppressive policies. Research designed and implemented by a 
community can create an entirely new evidence-based lens to inform policies that challenge the status quo. 
When community members and organizations conduct research, control their process of inquiry, and 
collectively build their analysis and knowledge, they can form strategic, genuine, and lasting community 
solutions. Policies are no longer ‘done to’ communities but are improved with communities – thus 
contributing to sustainable and effective policy research.  

Call/ email us and let’s talk it through.  We 

work everywhere – because Knowledge is not 

a privilege anywhere. 


