
“Beyond knowing that we could implement a statewide [research] project 
in the health centers‐ this was a big accomplishment because statewide 
projects in the health center have been few and far between in the past. In 
addition, I think that this project increased communications and 
relationships between public affairs staff and health center staff. 
 
DataCenter services made it possible for us to prove, with data, how 
important the services that Planned Parenthood provides are to the 
community. This data continues to be utilized to inform decision makers 
about the reality of their constituents the continued dire need for our 
services.” 
‐‐Annie Lundahl, Policy Director, Planned Parenthood of CA, 2012 
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Today, there is a robust effort to ensure that the social sciences across disciplines are more pluralistic and inclusive. 
Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR,) Participatory Action Research (PAR) and Citizen Science are 
well-documented models of a paradigm shift in research partnerships that contribute to new discoveries relevant to 
unsolved social problems in our communities.i 
 
At DataCenter, we believe in empowering communities to lead, develop, and implement their own knowledge and 
research justice strategies to inform community-driven solutions. Direct, experiential knowledge from 
communities on the ground is vital to the design and evaluation of successful social change efforts and policy 
decision-making.  DataCenter is a unique go-to resource that provides research training, consultation, capacity 
building and support to community-based organizations across the nation. We utilize our expertise with over 30 
years of experience in research justice to serve organizations, public agencies, and institutions committed to 
advancing meaningful community input from marginalized communities. DataCenter has a track record of forging 
successful and impactful research partnerships with a wide base of community organizations and their constituents.   
 
Critical to that relationship is our commitment to rigor and community empowerment and advancing new solutions 
to old social problems. Our work is supported and informed by our Research Justice Advisory Board comprised of 
research justice scholars and individuals with expertise across a range of sectors and disciplines, including strategy 
development, movement building, social transformation, and evaluation.   
 
Filling the Data Gap 
In recent years, block grants from 
National Institutes of Health and other 
research institutions have increasingly 
invited community participation for 
university-community research 
partnershipsii. After all, traditional 
institutions depend on their ability to 
capture data that truly reflects the reality 
of the local communities they serve on 
the ground. Despite the abundance of 
independent and academic research centers committed to issues of social equity, the data gap remains a persistent 
challenge for communities that occupy the intersections of sex, race, class, gender and other markers of difference. 
iii Thus, institutional data account for only a portion of information necessary to understand the existence and 
realities of marginalized populations in particular. When authentic data needs arise, DataCenter understands that 
there can be no substitute for original community-based research to inform sustainable solutions.  

Advancing Equitable, Constructive Research Partnerships 
There is a need for more responsive, respectful, and effective means of integrating and re-centering community 
voices and their lived experiences.  Equitable partnerships between institutions and communities can create a new 
level of community analysis to effectively advance social change.  



“Data Center introduced us to concrete tools for 
engaging community residents and organizations 
directly with data.  At ACPHD, we already have a strong 
commitment to community‐centered research, but 
their approach to community data analysis allowed us 
to make this commitment real.  Our community 
workshops with bus riders not only gave us valuable 
insight into the nuanced meanings of our data, but they 
also connected residents and community organizations 
directly to information that would support and inform 
their own organizing and action planning for transit 
justice.” 
‐‐‐Zoe Levitt, Health Impact Assessment Coordinator, 

Alameda County Public Health Department (ACPHD), 

Oakland, CA 

Select list of recent partners include: 

Alameda Dept of Public Health | Arcus 
Foundation | Canal Alliance and 

Dominican University | The National 
CBPR Institute | Parents Organization 
Network | Planned Parenthood of CA | 

San Francisco Dept of Public Health  

 
Successfully combining rigor with authentic stakeholder 
participation becomes even more critical when involving 
historically disenfranchised communities that have been  
impacted by systems of power and oppression.   Lack of trust, 
incentive, and a shared sense of urgency or priority can 
compromise partnership rapport and data integrity. Indeed, 
information can be power - but with so little time, capacity 
and resources, it can be challenging to bridge the data gap and 
cultivate meaningful community engagement.   
 
Consulting  
DataCenter recognizes that research justice requires a shift in 
values, reallocation of resources, and a restructuring of systems and engagement in support of equitable 
partnerships with historically marginalized communities.  We provide consulting to help institutions effectively 
capture necessary data as well as achieve their community engagement goals, while navigating complex challenges 
around scale, logistics, group dynamics, and momentum.  We have led and supported large-scale, methodical data 
collection projects that involved the buy-in and coordination of multiple teams and their community constituencies,  
 
We leverage our extensive portfolio of community research projects to develop a customized consulting process 
that utilizes innovative approaches in assessment, community engagement, data collection and analysis, and more.  
We utilize our efforts to democratize and popularize research directly with grassroots community members through 
our Research for Community Power Program.  As demonstrated in our research partnership with the National 
Domestic Workers Alliance, DataCenter brings unique expertise grounded in community organizing frameworks.  
We know how to engage and facilitate research leadership and participation of some of the most vulnerable 
communities in a way that strengthens joint research partnerships with universities and policy institutions.   
 
Our consulting approach is rooted in our following core values:  

 Partnerships – We work with together with you as partner to facilitate a joint exchange of ideas and 
analysis of how to best achieve your desired outcomes and impact.  

 Asset-based – We take a holistic view of your organization to design strategies that maximizes and builds 
on the existing strengths and assets of your organization.  

 Deepened engagement – Our work is comprehensive and we want to build sustainable solutions that 
continue beyond the life of the consulting engagement.  We develop new approaches that become an 
integral part of your organization’s practices and culture.  

 Learning environment – We understand that there is complexity in developing meaningful community 
engagement. Together we work with you to engage in a critical analysis, shared learning, and reflection of 
how to best support solutions.   

 Transparency – To maintain project integrity and cohesion, we believe 
it is important to structure transparency throughout the consulting 
process.  

 Accountability – We develop a process that supports high standards of 
accountability to the organizations we work with and the communities 
they serve.  

                                                            
i Linda Silka, ‘Silos in the Democratization of Science,” Margaret Chase Smith Policy Center, University of Maine, ME, 2013. 
ii Nina Wallerstein, Ph.D., CBPR Institute, San Francisco, CA, 2013. 
iii C. Nicole Mason, Ph.D., Kirwan Institute Conference, Columbus, OH, 2012. 


